
 

Thanks to the PSA 
Following on from their recent AGM, the minutes of 
which are attached to this edition of Headlines, I 
wanted to extend my thanks once again to the PSA 
committee and class reps. 
 
During a time when all the usual dependable 
fundraising activities have not been held, it is 
testament to the creativity and determination of the 
PSA that they are able to continue to support the 
school in such an effective manner. 
 
As you will see from the minutes, the PSA provides 
support for some key provision at St. Aidan’s, 
including funding our school counsellor and Whole 
Class Instrumental Tuition for Blue class. In addition, 
they have funded the purchase of new headphones 
for the ICT suite. Since their last meeting they have 
also agreed to fund the purchase of CO2 monitors for 
each class, so that we can ensure that classrooms are 
well ventilated, but remain at a reasonable 
temperature during the winter months.  
 
Also funded by the PSA, we now have a defibrillator 
on site, which is stored in the First Aid room.  
Hopefully, we will never have to use it, but as was 
evidenced this weekend, it may support with saving a 
life one day. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support which is 
appreciated by the staff and children. 
 

Languages morning 
We are planning for our languages morning on 
Monday 8th November and are looking for parents to 
support this opportunity to celebrate the diversity of 
our community. 
 
We would like to invite parents and members of staff 
who speak another language to showcase their own 
heritage and language for 20 minutes with a class on 
the morning of Monday 8th November. We hope to 
offer each class two languages immersion 
experiences. 
 
In your session we are looking for you to: 
Explain where the language is spoken in the world 
showing a map 
Teach the class how to say hello and goodbye 
Teach the class how to count to 10 
Read a book in your language or sing a song. 
 
If you are able to support, please contact the school 
office via e mail. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 In each edition of Headlines, I am going to share 
some content from Thinkuknow. Thinkuknow is the 
education programme from the National Crime 
Agency’s Child Protection Command CEOP (NCA-
CEOP) whose aim is to protect children and young 
people from sexual abuse online.  
 
For more information, advice and guidance, visit their 
parent’s website and download their home activity 
worksheets for fun, online safety activities to do with 
your family.  
 
Online gaming 
Online games are social activities, and most have 
features that allow children to chat with others whilst 
they play.  
 
For information about the positives of gaming, the 
risks of in-game chat and measures you can take to 
help protect them, watch this short video: In-game 
chat: a guide for parents and carers . 
 
The PEGI (Pan European Game Information) rating 
system can be a useful tool to help you decide what 
online games are appropriate for your child.  
For more information on the PEGI system and other 
factors to consider before deciding what’s suitable, 
read Gaming: what's appropriate for your child  
 
Gaming is popular with both children and adults! If 
your child is gaming, you may have some questions 
about how to keep them safer. If so, check out - 
gaming: what parents need to know.  
 
For a guide on the apps, sites and games your child 
might enjoy, visit: Net Aware. 
 

A request for anyone expecting a baby soon 
My name is Maize and I am a Learning Support 
Assistant in year six at St. Aidan's. At the same time, 
I am also completing a postgraduate psychotherapy 
course at the Tavistock which focusses on child 
development. 
 
 As part of my studies, I am looking for a family 
expecting a child in the next few of months who I 
could visit regularly after their baby is born. If you 
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know someone who might be interested or think you 
might be interested yourself, please let me know via 
the school office so that I can provide some more 
information.  

 
Parents consultation meetings 

In order to ensure that parent consultation meetings 
proceed as planned after half term, we are holding 
these virtually via the School Cloud platform. 
 
Meetings will take place on the evening of 
Wednesday 10th and 17th November for the main 
school, and during the school day of 17th November 
for the Nursery. 
 
Further details of how to book the appointment and 
join the virtual meeting will be shared shortly. 
 
 

 

 
 
There has been msuch activity on the playground this 
week as children across the school are working 
towards completing their mini marathon during the 
week. Children are aiming to cover 2.6 as part of the 
mini London marathon.  
 
If you would like to sponsor your child and recognise 
their efforts, please make a donation at the following 
link: https://www.justgiving.com/staidansschoolpsa 
 
Children who complete the mini marathon distance 
will be awarded with a certificate to aknowledge them 
of their achievement at the end of the week. 

 
Update from the PSA 

The PSA Christmas Card Project is back for 2021! 
Templates will be in book bags this week so keep an 
eye out. If you’d like more than one, please print the 
PDF attached to this edition of Headlines. 
 
Templates can be for Christmas, or anything else...but 
a max of two designs per student. Please hand back 
templates direct to class teachers by Wednesday 
3rd November. 
  
Once the designs are sent off, each child will receive 
a sample Christmas card of their design. Orders can 
then be placed for cards, mugs, tea towels, bags or 
even wrapping paper! 
 
Templates can be for Christmas, or anything else...but 
a max of two designs per student. Please hand back 
templates direct to class teachers by Wednesday 
3rd November. 

The Living Advent Calendar 
Started by a St Aidan’s parent in 2019, the Stroud 
Green Living Advent Calendar was part of a growing 
movement to bring joy to the streets where we live. 
 
Each night in December, volunteers in homes/ shops/ 
cafes etc. took a turn to reveal and illuminate a festive 
picture or scene in their front window, to brighten the 
darkness and bring the community together. 
If anyone is interested in helping out with the 
organising of this year’s Living Advent Calendar 
please contact carrievacher@hotmail.com. 
(have a look at the facebook page Living Advent 
Calendar Stroud Green for pictures of last year) 

 
Pumpkin cake- Sherry’s recipe 

Following our pumpkin harvest, Sherry made the 
following cake, which was very well received. We 
thought we would share the recipe for anyone who 
may fancy baking over half term. 
 
390g flour 
150g pumpkin puree 
225g butter 
400g sugar 
2tsp baking powder 
1tsp bicarbonate of soda 
½ tsp ginger 
½ tsp cloves 
1 tsp salt 
4 eggs 
2 tsp vanilla essence 
2 tsp cinnamon 
 
Preheat the oven to 175 C. 
Beat the butter and sugar until soft. 
Add eggs one at a time and beat. 
Gradually add all the dry ingredients and vanilla to the 
mix.  
Pour into a greased cake tin and bake for 35-40 
minutes. 

 
 

Black History Month is celebrated each October in the 
UK. This year, each class is going to be researching 
and celebrating the contribution that Black people with 
a connection to the borough of Haringey have made. 
Classes will be sharing their learning in an assembly 
after half term.  
 
Many thanks to Sherry and her team for making a 
delicious meal for Black History month, which was 
very much enjoyed yesterday. 
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Has your child tested positive for COVID? 
It is very important that we are informed of any 
positive COVID tests in children as soon as possible. 
If you receive notification that your child has received 
a positive test during school hours e.g. 8am until 4pm, 
please call the school office on 020 8340 2352. 
Outside of these times, please text or leave a 
voicemail to 07946 174469, stating the name and 
class of your child. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Attendees: 
  
Anne Louise Craven - Chair 
Anne Etchells – Head Teacher 
Jetta Norton - Governor 
Elaine Gutzmore - Governor 
Kerryn Rossander – Assistant Treasurer 
David Sansom – Assistant Treasurer 
Ali O’Dell - Secretary 
Jo Johnston – Red class rep 
Polly Akeroyd – Red class rep 
Sophie McCullagh – Orange class rep 
Will Davies – Orange class rep 
Susie Braun – Orange class rep 
Ela Karel – Green class rep 
Sandra Hamilton – Blue class rep 
Tom Way – Blue class rep 
Lucy Lorraine – Blue class rep 
Anu Liisanantti – Indigo class rep 
Hannah Robson – Indigo class rep 
Juliet Thornback – Purple class rep 
  
  

1. Chairs Report 
Anne Louise read through her Chair’s Report which covered fund raising activities and notable spend 
(outside toilets, additional Covid cleaning) during academic year 2020/21 as well as acknowledging and 
thanking the school community for their support during a second year in which Covid-related challenges 
were felt. 
  

2. Treasurer’s Report 
David summarised the PSA’s financial position and challenges as follows: 
 The PSA account effectively broke even this year 
 Details of spend listed in the addendum 
 A defibrillator will be available on site but for use by the local community (not 24 x 7) as well as the 

immediate school community 
 At present there is a lack of transparency over charitable donations from a number of sources which 

needs to be overcome in order to enable income forecasting 
  

3. Head Teacher’s Comment 
Anne thanked the PSA and St Aidan’s community for their creative fund raising endeavours and shared the 
good news that a notable donor to the PSA has committed to contribute £8K p.a for the foreseeable future. 
  

4. Spend Requests 
 £500 for headphones for the ICT suite (47 sets in total) - agreed 
 £1.2K for the rebuilding of the Red Class shed, including a concrete base - agreed 



 £10K for the school councillor (1 day per week for the academic year) - agreed 
 £3.6K WCIT (Whole Class Instrument Teaching for yr 4) - agreed 
 ~£1K for carbon dioxide monitors for each classroom to enable staff to monitor air quality levels and 

respond according by introducing more ventilation, this will remove the need to have windows open 
permanently, which during the winter months is uncomfortably cold for staff and children – to be 
evaluated further 

  
5. Additional Discussions 
 PSA shed clearing and stock take to be scheduled – volunteers needed 
 Christmas Fair/School Disco – both looking challenging this term, decision to be taken after half term 
 Following the success of last term’s take away curry night a parent has kindly proposed to hold a 

Caribbean take away night – to be scheduled 
 Children to take part in a sponsored mini marathon – more info to follow 
 Further fund raising ideals to be circulated by Anne Louise 

 
  
  

                                                                                                

 


