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What is it? Living Advent Calendars started as a community art project, originating in 
Sweden. They are a way to bring people together, meet your neighbours, and 
support those who may feel lonely during the festive season. 
 
This has been another strange year for us all but we hope that this Stroud Green 
tradition can again bring some cheer, lighten the mood and bring to the community 
together even if from a distance! 
 
How does it work?  
We need volunteers from 24 houses, shops, cafes and hubs in the Stroud Green 
community to illuminate their windows with festive decorations. Each evening in 
December (from 1st to 24th) one window is 'opened', and all the windows remain 
illuminated until Twelfth Night (5th January).  
 
We create a map of which houses will reveal their windows on which days and share 
the map within the community so that everyone can enjoy taking a tour of the 
decorations.  
 
What’s involved if I volunteer?  
Volunteers decorate their windows and reveal them on their scheduled day in 
December. They then keep their window displays up for the rest of the Christmas 
season (where possible). 
 
We recommend that again this year people do their switch-on at 5:30pm so families 
can visit windows throughout the evening and not create crowds. 
 
In previous years there have been some fantastic reveals with mulled wine and 
mince pies, neighbours meeting for the first time and friends and family getting 
together. 
This year we hope to have the same, but will need to be flexible and considerate of 
the continuing covid situation but there is going to be more need than ever to 
brighten the pavements from the insides out.  
 
What kind of decoration do I need to do?  
Let your creative juices run free! It’s not a competition, and you can do any kind of 
festive decorations. The only rule is that it needs to be centred around a window 



that can be revealed or switched on, and preferably, that you show the date 
number too. 
 
There are lots of other Living Advent Calendars around the world that you could look 
to for inspiration and or all the images of ours last year find us on Living Advent 
Calendar Stroud Green on Facebook. 
 
How will it be promoted?  
The aim is to bring together the Stroud Green community, so it will be promoted in 
the local area using leaflets and posters showing a map of the Living Advent 
Calendar. We would love anyones help with spreading the word. 
There is also information on the Facebook page. 
 
As windows are revealed they will also be shared on Instagram…we’d love anyone 
and everyone to share their best pictures at #stroudgreenlivingadventcalendar 
 
A quick word on security... Volunteers will need to take responsibility for any sensible 
precautions regarding safety and security. It is also recommended that people stay 
outside to appreciate the windows and keep risk of infections low. 
Coronavirus restrictions must be followed. 
  
 
 
How do I take part? If you’d like to decorate a window, or if you’re 
interested in collaborating on the project/ printing/ handing out flyers 
etc, please send an email to – carrievacher@hotmail.com. 
 

    

            


